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TO MR. ‘WILLIAM CARVER, VETERINARY. 


SURGEON, 97, DUANE STREET,: NEW YORK, 
UNITED STATES-OF NORTH AMERICA. 





é Dorchester Gaol, July 29, 1823, 4th 

: Year of imprisonment for defend- 

ing and propagating the principles 

iit of the Man who accelerated the 

Citizen, | Independence of America. 

] ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of your letter dated the 20th 
of May, which you will find printed in my last publication. 
I was glad to -have a letter from you, ‘because, it was the 
only thing wanted to make the Christian calumnies upon 
Thomas -Paine recoil upon the calumniators. ‘The thing is 
now well and fully done, and all the religious tracts will 
optrate like so many copies of “ The Age of Reason,” 
wherever the sound of the exposure can follow them? “The 
most simple reader must see, tbat if Christians cart resort — 
to such false means to calumniate a dead man, there must 
be something immoral in Christianity. Why do-they fear 
Thomas Paine, now ‘Thomas Paine is dead? - Let them 
answer that question. Why calumniate him when dead, 
beyond what they did when living? There rematos to- 
thing of him but his writings. - If those writings are false, 
expose them: calumuiating-a dead_-man will not change the 
character‘of his writings. If it-was even true to the letter, 
that Thomas Paine, at seventy years of age, was fond of ex- 
citement produced by inebriating liquors, the fact would not 
change the character of those writings that issued from him 
at 40, 50, or 60 years of age. But these Christians form — 
the most uncharitable, the most malignant of all sects. 
They are blind ignorant creatures, and, like every other §ill- 
founded thing, in attempting to defend their religious sys- 
tem, they do nothing but furnish their opponents with argu- 


ments against it. ‘Tell it to the Americans—let it reach the 
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‘very wilds of America, that the fall of Christianity is decreed 
and certain; and not only this, but every other kind of te. 
ligion. , 

I have thought it better to send you a_ printed than 
written letter; because of the greater probability of its reach. 
ing you throngh some channel or other, when printed and 
circulated in this country: I particularly request any friend 
who may be going or sending to America from this country, ' 
to forward a copy of this publication. And by whatever 
channel you may first see this letter, I promise to send one 
forward with a complete set of my publications. . 

You offer to furnish me with _ information you can ob- 
tain. I desire much.from you. send you ‘specimens of 
the religious tracts which are put forth to calumniate Mr, 
Paine, in which you will see your name freely used as the 
author of a most scurrilous letter to him. There is scarcely 
a hovel in this country into which your name has not found 
its way in these religious tracts: it is therefore due from 
you, that you furnish the people of this Island with all the 

_ particulars you know of Mr. Paine after hisreturn to Ame 
rica in 1802, as to his habits, mode of living, and places of 
residence. I wish you to conceal nothing that you know 
of him. If he deserted himself, because he felt himself de- 
serted by those who ought to have been: the comfort of bis 

old age, I desire you not to evade nor colour any thing, but 

State to me all you know upon the subject, and endeavour 
to obtain whatever other candid statements you can from 
other persons. You would also do great good, as well to 
his character as to his principles, if you could by any means 
collect what he wrote for the newspapers and periodical 
publications in the last seven years-of his life. We are very 
barren of this kind of intelligence of him, though I have ob- 
tained and published a multitude of pieces written at that 
time, all of which shall be sent to you, that you may se 
what I have not obtained. I conceal nothing and fear to 
publish nothing, whether it be called republican, deistical, 
or atheistical. There is no truth that any man in Europe 
or America will write, but that I will openly print and pub- 
ar him, if it be worth publishing, and if be will send it 

I very much desire to obtain all that has been written and 
published, or not published, by Elihy Palmer, with a por 

ett or, miniature painting of him, if such a thing is know® 

fee you, have reprinted his “ Principles of Nature 
rom the third edition, which I believe was the last Ameti- 
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can edition. I have a copy of, and am now reprinting, bis 
“ Prospect,” or such pieces as [ approve: and these are all 
I possess of his writings. Whatever else you can send me, 
wil soon be multiplied through my press. The writings of 
any other good author in our way, such as Fowler, and se- 
veral others | hope America has produced and is still pro- 
dacing, will be useful to me, and through my reprinting 
them to Europe. But nothing short of whole length things 
suit me. I encourage no thing nor person in a mask. It is 
the open, the honést man, such as Paine and Palmer, whose 
principles and memory I wish to rescue from Christian as- 
sassination. ' 

You enquire for Clio Rickman. He is still living and still 
writing “ impromptus” by the yard. I have this day read 
one, a quarter of a yard long, in the “ Brighton Herald,” a 
paper some unknown friend regularly sends me from 
Brighton. Clio complains of the present and adores the 
past, like most old men: and never so happy as when sitting 
before the smoking pie-crust, or steaming bowl, talking of 
things gone by, or contemplating the jovial meetings of the 
next world! for Clio is one of those who determine not to 
die, who murmur at the thought of having been born but 
for a time, and who will not see that all matter is change 
and succcssion, alike in the animal, the vegetable gnd the 
mineral world. If there was not’continual supply by con- 
tinual change, there would be exhaustion of parts: but the 
very thought of unconscious change is the hell of the heaven- 
ites. I have resolved to bave no hell, neither here’nor here- 
after: my prison is converted to a heaven for me, and I can 
contemplate the final, certain, evaporation or gaseation of . 
my body with serenity and without regret. I smile at those 
who cannot; because, I know, by demonstration, that they 
build on false hopes; but the fact.is that they never feel dis- 
appointment; for, at the hour when disappointment would 
arrive, their sensations aregone; they have no feeling, no re- 
collection of the past, no consciousness of the present, no 
prospect of the future: they cease to be animals, among 
whom alone intelligence or sensation is to be found. Many 
prefer to hug the.delusion, even whilst they suspect it; but 
it is the bane of happiness: it is the insanity that ends in les- 
sening the amount of the sensations of pleasure. 3 

As to. the bones of Mr. Paine, brought from America by 
Mr. Cobbett, I assure you, that I think so much about bis 
principles, and so little about his bones, that I have never once 
made an enquiry about them, nor do [ know any thing 
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can edition. I have a copy of, and am now reprinting, bis 
** Prospect,” or such pieces as I approve: and these are all 
I possess of his writings. Whatever else you can send me, 
will soon be multiplied through my press. The writings of 
any other good author in our way, such as Fowler, and se- 
veral others | hope America has produced and is still pro- 
ducing, will be useful to me, and through my reprinting ~ 
them to Europe. But nothing short of whole length things 
suit me. I encourage no thing nor person in a mask. Itis 
the open, the honest man, such as Paine and Palmer, whose 
principles and memory I wish to rescue from Christian as- 
sassination. 

You enquire for Clio Rickman. He is still living and still // 
writing “ impromptus” by the yard. I have this day read 
one, a quarter of a yard long, in the “‘ Brighton Herald,” a 
paper some unknown friend regularly sends me from 
Brighton. Clio complains of ‘the present and adores the 
past, like most old men: and never so happy as when sitting 
before the smoking pie-crist, or steaming bowl, talking of 
things gone by, or contemplating the jovial meetings of the 
next world! for Clio is one of those who determine not to 
die, who murmur at the thought of having been born but 
for a time, and who will not see that all matter is change 
and succession, alike in the animal, the vegetable and the 
miueral world. If there was not continual supply by con- 
tinual change, there would be exhaustion of parts: but the 
very thought of unconscious change is the hell of the heaven- 
ites. I have resolved to have no hell, neither here nor here- 
after: my prison is converted to a heaven for me, and I can 
contemplate the final, certain evaporation. or gaseation of 
my body with serenity and without regret. I smile at those 
who cannot; beeause, J know, by demonstration, that they 
build on false hopes; but the fact is that they never feel dis- 
appointment; for, at the hour when disappointment would 
arrive, their sensations‘are gone; they have no feeling, no re- 
collection of the past, no consciousness of. the present, no 
prospect of the future: they cease to be animals, among 
whom alone intelligence or Sensation is to be found. Many - 
prefer to hug the delusion, even whilst they suspect it; but 
it is the bane of happiness: it is the insanity that ends in les- 
sening the amount of the sensations of pleasure. YW 

As to the bones of Mr. Paine, brought from America by 
Mr: Cobbett, I assure you, that I think so much about bis 
principles, and so little about his bones, that | have neveronce 
made an euquiry about them, nor do I know any thing 
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about them, as to where they are, or wha has them in keep- 
ing, beyond what I have seen in the public prints. I should 
like bis skull, but I would not give a sixpence as a price 
for it. I think too lightly of the bones of animals to set any 
value upon them, or to be captivated with ‘them as relics. | 
have no relics,no keep-sakes, no rings, no miniatures: I va- 
lue nothing of this kind beyond the price it would fetch; but 
I value the writings of Thomas Paine; because, 1 know they 
are calculated to improve the condition of mankind, and for 
that alone do I value them. I admire the mind but not the 
bones of the man. The sooner the parts of any dead ani- 
mal ride in the whirlwind, and move with the storm, the 
better in my opinion for the living. All your monuments, 
your head-stones, your tombs, your graves, your decorated 
coffins, are rubbish, that may as well not be at all, as to be 
for a few years. The name of Thomas Paine will be lisped 
and adored when the name of Homer is forgotten. So pe- 
rish his bones; or make whatever you can useful of themr; 
and I will not complain, nor talk about profanation. His 


bones cannot think: his bones cannot write, cannot feel, 


cannot speak; so I feel no interest in them, no regard’for 
them; nor will I ever waste time to attend, nor take trouble 
to give them sepulture. When sensation ceases in my body, 
I ask no more respect for it than may suit the convenience 
of those among whom Jit falls. | 

The description you give me of religion in America cor- 
Poborates all that 1 read and hear from every other quarter. 
Some persons pretend to make a distinction between religion 
and priestcraft, but it proves a distinction without a diffe- 
rence; religion is priestcraft, and priestcraft is religion. 
There is a difference between morality and religion: ‘be- 
cause, there is no morality in religion, but all religion is im- 
moral: immoral, because, all is falsehood, none ‘has the 
slightest relation to trath; and, like every other species of 
falsehood and immorality, is mischievous in its effects upon 
those among whom it exists. This.may be called mere as- 
sertion, but I have challenged all the priests in England ‘to 
shew me any thing that is really a part of religion, thats 
not founded in falsehood ; and through you I now chailenge 
all the priests in America. 

The ground on which | stand is this :—Every thing affect- 
ing the condition of mankind that is really good belongs to 
morality, and every thing that is taught him about a God, 
a Devil, a Heaven, a Hell, is false; and as this falsehood 
forms the base of all religion, it can have no relation to 
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morality. Without preaching some kind of powerfal intel- 
ligent God, there can be no religion; and sweh preaching is 
false, because, there is not an atom of proof to be derived 
from any kind of demonstration, or from any mode of rea- 
soning that there is such a God: but there is proof positive, 
that intelligence is a principle confined wholly to animals, of 
which the major part of the human species make a very bad 
use: their horrid systems of religion sink them below all 
other animals in the scale of happiness. 

Read the Koran, says the Mahometan, and see a proof of 
religion revealed by a God—read the Old Testament, says 
the Jew—read both Old and New, says the Christian—read 
the Book of Nature, read the Creation, says Paine, and you 
have the full proof of a religion revealed by God. But all 
this is sheer nonsense, and all equally mischievous. Of the 
Koran, or the Bible, we can learn no one truth. separate 
from a few moral sentences. It teaches no one property of 
matter, no-one chemical process, whilst all we see about us 
is one great chemical process, in which every atom of mat- 
ter is going through the most rapid changes. If any thing 
deserves to be called religion it is the science of chemistry ; 
aud in this science, all the time and all the property that is 
now wasted about what is called religion ought to be em- 
ployed. This is the source of human improvement and hu- 
man happiness. As’man begins to understand rightly the 
powers and properties of the different gases, he will learn 
how to remove all his pains and to extend the period of 
humaa life.. Out ofthis science man can learn nothing, and 
positively knows nothing distinct from it. In this science is 
centered the physical cause of all effects. As far as Mr. 
Paine alluded to the science of chemistry, when he told us 
to read the book of creation, he was correct: but any mere 
sky-gazing, mere wonder at what we are, what we shall be, 
or what has produced us and the objects we see about us, is 
moving on the surface of the thing and can teach us nothing. 
It reveals no God, no knowledge to us. We may talk about 
sun, moon, and stars, but from looking and talking we can 
learn nothing. All we can‘so learn is to know, that they 
were what they are, before we were what we are, and that 
they wil] remain what they are when we are passed from our 
boasted forms and boasted natures. The duty of man 
is to trouble himself about nothing, but to acquire a know- 
ledge of those things which more immediately surround and 
affect him. Let him first know every cause and every ef- 
fect which belongs to the planet that has produced him ; and 
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then let him reason by analogy from what he knows of this 
planet as to what belongs to other planets. A continual 
looking off from this planet towards some other, in search 
of what man calls God, is the most preposterous and most 


mischievous act that he can commit. It is upon the utter © 


ignorance on which all theories about God are founded, 
that it is impossible to bring forward a word in direct refu- 
tation of them; because, the moment you attempt to reason 
the matter, you find that you have nothing to reason about. 
No person cau define-to you what he means by the word 
God: therefore, you have nothing whereupon to exercise 
your reason; aud the thing must end in the assertion.on one 
side and admission on the other, that we bave been quarrel- 
ling and cutting each other’s throats about nothing. 

Let no man dare to call me impious or wicked: or if he 
so dares, let him come before me and explain in what my 
wickedness and impiety consists. * I will reason with him 
upon all the words he can use, and convince him that it is 
he not me, who is in error as to this matter of piety or im- 
piety. LI will convince him that I respect what I conceive 
to be the Amighty Power much more than he does: I will 
convince him, that, without the slightest pretensions to any 
religion, 1 am much more of a moral man than he can be, 
so long as he follows any thing called religion. 

_ The priests are the licentious, the immoral part of man- 
kind; and it is with them that immorality bas its source. 
‘They are the same all the world over, whether called Popes, 
or Bishops; Monks, Friars, or Jesuits; Orthodox or Hetero- 
dox; Pagan, Jew, or Christian: theirs isa trade by which 
industry is taxed for the maintenance of idleness. To keep 
up this trade all kinds of illusions and delusions are prac- 
tised and supported ; the lowest depth of ignorance is called 
the climax of religious virtue; and hence the source of all 
immorality ; for none is discountenanced so as it profits or 
does not injure the condition of the priests. There may be 
distinctions but there is no real difference in the trade of all 
the priests that ever lived. They work or fob in the name 
of their God, and, you are compelled to deliver your pro- 
perty to them upon the same principle of bodily fear as you 
would deliver it to the highwayman. If you hesitate, you 
are threatened with the vengeance of their God or their 
laws, which is the same as with the highwayman: if you 
do not deliver on demand, he will resort to force or excite 
fears by threats of destruction. 

So powerful is the principle of persecution among ail reli- 
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gionists, that the first settlers in America, who fled from the 
religious persecutions then going on in this country, were no 
sooner formed into small communities, than they began to 
persecute each other with the most blood-thirsty virulence; 
as a proof of which I will append to this letter a copy of 
what were called the Blue Laws of Connecticut. By these 
it was death to be a Quaker, and some Quakers were ac- 
tual:y hanged for no other offence than that of their opi- 
nious as Quakers! 3 

It strikes my imagination, that, with all your boasted in- 
dependence, your liberty, your Republicanism, there is 
much of the spirit of the Blue Laws of Connecticut to 
be found among you at this day; and so long as any 
spirit of this kind does remain among you, your Re- 
publicanism is a farce. ‘This is a matter that’ wholly 
results from education, and an evil which can only be 
got rid of by proper instruction, by the force of know- 
ledge, and a proper education of the risivg generation. If 
ever lam banisbed from this den of priestcraft, I shall come 
among, you and see what you really are, for | have no satis- 
factory conception of the real character of the people of the 
United States. On such an extensive territory, there must bea 
great difference in the people of different parts; but still, I 
understand, there is one common distinction as to religion, 
to the use of tobacco, of spirituous liquors, and of deceit in 
trafic. If lam rightly informed, the mass of the people 
from ignorance, from religion, from bad education, and bad 
habits, know nothing agout morality, nor any other self-moral 
regulation than what the lawsimpose upon them; thatis, they - 
are no further honestin the aggregate than their fears lead them. 
Do net mistake me as writing under any influence of na- 
tional prejudice. I am passed that ridiculous state of mind; 
and a moral and an immoral man is the same in my eye of 
whatever clime or colour he may be. I see the major part 
of the people of this Island to be exactly of that stamp which 
Lam putting upon these North Americans, and I attribute 
the whole to,that bad education which their religion has im- 

osed upon them. There is nothing open, generous, manly, 
and hospitable about them: all is jealousy. of equals in 
power: insolent and hauteur to inferiors; servility, fear, and 
truckling to the favours and smiles of superiors. This is 
what I see every where in this country, and I see it in per- 
fection in this Gaol. Here is the Gaoler crouching like a 
flogged spaniel before the Magistrates, and as haughty and 
insolent as a Bashaw over the Prisoners and Turnkeys: here 
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are the Turnkeys all humility and submission to the Gaoler 
and the Magistrates, and imitating the Gaoler in bis condact 
over the abject and tremiAing Prisoners. This always will 
be the case so long as there is any monarchy and priestcraft 
over a people; for, Iam not one of those who think, that, a 
people derive habits from soil or climate. And if it be said, 
that you have no monarchy with you; I will say, that you 
are not wholly free from it, and what you are less in mon- 
archy, you seem inclined to make up in priesteratft. 

You seem to me to wantsome powerful moral writer that 
shall start up among you; auative of the country who can 
well take the liberty to lash the vices of the people in the 
most unsparing manner. I do not hear of a real republican 
writer among you. There may be such, but his name is 
not heard in Europe ; which inclines me to- think that, since 
the, deaths, of Paine and Palmer, you do not retain one really 
useful .writer. I bave heard much said in praise of a Mr. 
Duane; but itis the praise of an individual, who has re- 
turned from your country; he excites no kind of interest 
with,our journalists; and for my part, I never'saw a com+ 
plete American News-paper, therefore, | must not be ander- 
stood as condemning any one of them. Iam well assured, 
that, if they, were really republican, really good, they may 
be. mare to work a deal of good beyond the United States. 
The. world.derives no other lesson from the United States 
than the,mere example as to the form of Government; in- 
stead of whieh you eught to be sending printed lessons to all 
the world, where your, or other, ships go. ‘What have you 
done to aid the struggling Republicans of! South Americi 
and Mexico? Was there that literary energy in your coun- 
try, of which the neglected and #msulted Paine set you an 
example, you would have long, ere'this, haverrevolutionized 
the, Canadas and. every island in your) neighbourhood. 
You would not have left a spot.of land to be called the co- 
lony, of your.enemies, the monarchs. You have nothing 
more to fear from Kurope, and-you have the opportunity, 
and are in duty bound to lend every kind of aid you ean for 
the overthrow of monarchy in Europe. Not only in‘dut 
bound, but in honesty and in-wisdom bound to lend usa 
helping hand, . Is it not a disgrace to your powerful govern 
ment, that a European monarch should hold colonies on your 
very-borders, and impoverish those rich islands, which; if 
free, would be to. you a source of great wealth in commerce? 
But, I forget myself, the inhabitants of the United States are 
eaten up with priesicraft, and have no republican spirit 
among them. 
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To me it appears a very likely circumstance, that, our 
British Government has spared no pains, no influence, to in- 
fest your country with priestcraft, for the purpose of destroy- 
ing that energy which would be otherwise found among 
you asa real Republican people, I have heard something 
of our Consuls turning preachers among you. It is by reli- 
gion that they rule, distract, and preserve Ireland under their 
sway, at the expense of an immense taxation upon the peo- 
ple of this island; and it is very likely, that, we are taxed to 
pay your priests for degrading America, and for destroying 
the mental and physical. energies of her people. 

I have lately examined your National Calendar for 1822, 
and I find that you have as many as twelve seventy-four 
guu-ships in commission by this time; at least, there were 
nine in commission and three on the stocks at the beginning 
ofthat year. If with such a Navy as you have now got, you 
suffer any European power to increase its influence on either 
of the Continents of America; and, if you do not proceed 
at once to lessen ali such influence, you deserve to be con- 
quered and enslaved as your fathers were. You appear to 
me to be thoroughly ignorant of the influence of moral power 
and to be completely saturated with the traffic of the 
priests, and the tricks of other traffic. 1 am convin- 
ced, that if you had a few powerful moral writers scat- 
tered over your States, that your moral power would soon 
become sufficient to revolutionize all in your neighbourhood 
tbat.is corrupt, and that can only be cured by revolution, 
without resorting to the aid of physical force on your part. 
Moral power is by far the least expensive, by far the mort 
effectual in, its operations, and consistent with every thing 
that we call humanity or even the law of nations. In fact, 
this moral power would cost you nothing as a nation, not 
one sixpence of tax would it impose, and not only so, but 
in endeavouring to instruct and strengthen your neighbours, 

ou would instruct and strengthen yourselves. 1 allude 
wholly to the power of knowledge, to the power of a well 
managed Printing Press. | | 

Your American News-papers seem to me to be uvothing 
more than the shabby imitators of our British Papers, as far 
as I can judge by the extracts I see made from them. Ours 
are all guided by one principle, to humour such prejudices 
as will bring them the greatest number of subscribers. In- 
stead of taking the lead to instruct the people, they follow 
the knowledge of the people; and the Editors tremble at 
the thought of offending a subscriber, whilst they insult with 

















138 THLE REPUBLICAN 


a vengeance all those who they think are not their sub- 
scribers. The only good and useful daily paper we have is 
the Morning Chronicle; and that frony the improvement it 
has received since the death of its late proprietor, Mr. Perry. 
This paper, on two or three leading questions, is taking the 
right course: though any one can see, that, it is not free from 
trainmels; nor cau any paper be free from trammels under 
so corrupt a government, unless it be in a condition to bid 
defiance to every species of persecution. 

[ nave also lately read your book of Constitutions; which 
has shewn me, that, you have much room for improvement 
im all your States. They are all foanded upon that state 
of knowledge which has been the medium with our Whigs 
ior the last century, and are very little superior to the * De- 
claration of Rights’ ” presented to the Dutch Conqueror, at, 
what our Whigs call, the glorious Revolution, which was a 
meére change of bad kings. It revolutionized nothing for the 
benefit of the people, but much to their injury; for, ever 
since this glorious revolution, taxation has been strained to 
the highest possible point, and the tyranny which the Stuarts 
claimed to exercise by prerogative, and for which claim 
they were expelled, has been, and worse is, made lawful by 
Acis of Parliament! Ours would be: the most odious Go- 
vernment in‘ Europe was it not restrained and counteracted 
by thé growing knowledge of the people: thanks to Thomas 
Paine and a few other useful writers. 
© AP your constitutions set out with the jadmission’that the 
bulk of the English Laws are valid in America; and then 
specifications are made for the rejection of'the most odious 
part of those laws; instead of which they should have pe- 
nounced the laws of the old tyranny in whole, and have be- 
gun'entirely on a new basis. Moral legislation is a very 
simple business, and it'is much easier to begin anew than.to 
modify bad laws. Abrogate all existing laws and begin to 
tnake no more than are found absolutely necessary to the 
wants of the people, and you would need but very few in 
America. With us legislation means nothiog but taxation, 
and if we could get rid of our expensive government, we 
could go on very well without much trouble to legislators, 
tlie major part of whom are but the Quack Doctors of Soei- 
ety ; administering such prescriptions as shall be sure to eall 
for others to counteract the effects on the patient: whichde- 
fines the continual.application of one kind to counteractthe 
effects of another kind of poison. More or less is said about 
God in every one of your constitutions: but this is a word 
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that the law ought not to recognize ; because, it can recog- 
nize no physical relation for it. All laws made about God 
are not only impious, under the presumption that such a 
power as the fanatic conceives does exist, .but they are mis- 
chievous, because no proof can be shewn that the word ap- 
plies to identity. ‘There is no better proof of its being alto- 
gether ap idol, than that it is made a partoflaw. Any idea 
of a God superior to that of an.idol would shudder at the 
thought of regulating any thing regarding it by human law. 

I was quite surprised to find that in many of your States, 


there. were compulsory payments to the priests, and that an ~ 


American could not change his religion withoutgoing through 
formalities fixed even by the Constitution! Your Constitu- 
tion-makers were what all Constitution-makers are, very 
ignorant and mischievous men. Religion is nota thing that 
can be morally made a part of law; and that cannot bea 
moral law that makes even an allusion to it. Law. should 
talk about nothing but property; the moment it steps out of 
this..line, it becomes an abuse and a means of oppression 
by the powerful, against the weak, instead -of a security 
to the: weak against the powerful. The law that protects 
any kind of religion protects immorality, and must prey upon 
instead of protecting industry, morality, and property, .You 
may rely on it, that, your constitutions are fundamentally 
wrong; and that the scoundrelism of which you, complain, 
as the characteristic of Americans, has its foundation in, those 
bad laws which, produce bad education. Nothing, can be 
more clear than, this matter is to. my mind; and] hope,to 
succeed in unfolding this truth to the minds of all who.will 
read what | write. teas 
The foundation of society ,is the better provision for hu- 
man wants, and to furnish the means for human improvement. 
Religion cannot be shewn. to bea human want, nor can it 
be shewn to be allied to morality or human improvement; 
therefore, it is an excrescence, aun abuse., Mankind derive 
no advantage from it, but much positive evil, in the expence 
and waste of time it occasions the industrious; the property- 
producing man. Human happiness is increased in a ratio 
with the production and use of property; therefore, what- 
ever retards or lessens the amount of that production, is, a 
bar to that happiness, that would otherwise have been pro- 
duced and enjoyed. The only thing required of law is, to 
secure to each and to all, that property which each and all 
produce: that is, to prevent the individuals of the communi- 


ty from preying upon the property of each other,.and to: 
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form a collective power that shall preveut the attack or the 
interference of the members of any other.community. Who- 
ever can shew that law is needful to any other purpose, let 
him stand forth. I will combat him upon the sufficiency of 
this kind of law, and shew him that all other laws are vio- 
lations of property. 

Here you may see, that all which is really necessary as a 
Constitution may be expressed in two or three sentences: 
moral law will provide the remainder. The constitution of 
a society exists in the first agreement to live in a communily 
for mutual support and improvement; tbe becoming delegay 
tion to draw up the articles, the laws, is equal to provide 
for all contingencies. We must get rid of this word constt+ 
tution and talk about nothing but good or moral law, 
Every man will then assent to the general proposition, how- 
ever he may differ in his view as to the quality of a proposed 
or existing law. ‘lhe word constitutzon is a political stumb- 
ling block to all; wherever it exists as an institution or is 
used as a word, it isa wrong beginning. 

I must conclude with making a few observations on that 
first and brightest of mankind, Thomas Paine. No man 
before him ever threw such a vast volume of light over;the 
ignorance of mankind; and for this reason, no man was 
ever: admired so much on one side and hated so much 
on the»other. ‘The honest man, who has sense enough to 
understand his writings, cannot fail to admire him: and 
ignorant indeed must he be who can read and cannotunder, 
stand them. But there are such,. who can and others who 
eannot read, and these are led to’ persecute his name by the 
dishonest tyrants. His writings strike at the prejudices of 
all mankind, and by destroying them would make the. spe- 
cies but one great family compact, armed against nething 
but the ferocious animals of other species., It is the interests 
of the few, of tyrants alone, to arm mankind against each 
other: and they are the worst of brutes who submit to. it. 
_» Our common duty is to inculcate the necessary moral 
power, to produce a conviction in theminds of all men, that 
the earth is but one country; that the whole of the human 
species are-uniform in their-sensations, both of pleasure and 
pain: that industry and the accumulation of property isthe 
chief promoter of pleasure: that a wanton destruction of 
property is the source of pain; and, consequently that all 
ought to ‘be industrious and produce something at some pe- 
riod of their lives, and that all ought to avoid any preying 
upon the property of others. Thisis the whole of morality, 
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a matter intelligible toall‘men. This.has no support in reli-__ 
au affair intelligible to no man. 

The citizens of the United States are yet too ignorant in 
the mass to see what Paine has done for them. They idol- 
ize Washington, who was much less their. benefactor than 
the other. But their fault is ignorance, merely the want of 
a better education; and the attack which Mr. Paine made 
on their religious prejudices they cannot forgive, because 
they: do not comprehend the bearing of the matter. If we 
could ‘but hear as much in Europe of your republican en- 
ergy and ability as we hear about your fanaticism, you 
would become a most»powerful stimulus to our imita- 
tion; but you afford us no moral aid whatever, except in 
the exhibition of a people untaxed by their government: and 
this is to a great degree counteracted by the horrid manner 
in which you tax yourselves by religion and other vices. 

Though I address you iu this strain, [am sensible that you 
are too far advanced in years to feel that I make any indi- 
vidual or personal application to yourself. 1 recollect, that 
this is to be a public printed letter, and I hope that different 
copies will eross the Atlantic, and let your spirited young 
Republicans see what au English Republican has to say 
about them. . 1 owe them no enmity ; but | wish them »im- 
provement. If feel how important would their aid be:imrid- 
ding other colonies and other continents of the plague of 
monarchy. I desire their co-operation, and 1 ask: them to 
open their eyes and see what Paine has done for them,» vl 
am now lingering through a fourth year’s imprisonmebt:for 
multiplying the copies of this greatman’s writings, and they 
to whom tbose writings were most useful, seek to bury his 
name in oblivion! “I repeat what you have said: Shame! 
Shame! upon the Americans! 1 hope to get a Spanish copy 
of his writings onan early day; and you may rely ow it, 
that the easiest means of making a conquest of the Island of 
Cuba, would be to send a Spanish edition of his writings to 
that Island, and in and throughout the Floridas. The apa- 
thy of the Americans in the cause of revolution in otherma- 
tions is to me as astounding asit is mortifying. 1 ean attri- 
bute it to nothing but gross ignorance and gross.corruption 
of character! but so long as the name of Paine is not lisped 
with admiration by every native tongue of America, so long 
will a proof remain, that there is ignorance, base prejudice, 
and corruption among her people. Look to it, Americans: 
or you shall not escape all the chastisement that my pen ean 


inflict,’ I am yours, a Republican in the midst of monarchy! 
RICHARD CARLILE. 
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LAWS MADE IN THE DOMINION OF NEW-HAVEN, IN TIE 
COLONY OF CONNECTICUT, AT ITS FIRST SETTLEMENT. 





THE governor and magistrates convened in general assembly, 
are the supreme power, under God, of this independent 
dominion. 

From the determination of the assembly no appeal shall 
be made. 

The governor is amenable to the voice of the people. 

The governor shall have only a single vote in determin- 
ing any question, except a casting vote when the assembly 
shall be equally divided. 

The assembly of the people shall not be dismissed by the 
governor, but shall dismiss itself. 

Conspiracy against this dominion shall be punished. with 
death. 

Whoever says there is a power aud jurisdiction above,and 
over this dominion, shall suffer death, and loss of property. 

Whoever attempts to change or overturn this dominion 
shall suffer death. 

The judges shall determine controversies without a jury. 

No. one shall be a freeman, or givea vole, unless he be con- 
verted, and a member in full communion of one of the 
churches allowed in this dominion... 

No man ‘shall hold any office, who is not found in the 
faith;and faithful to this dominion. 

Each freeman shall swear by-the blessed .God to bear 
true allegiance to this dominion, and that Jesus is the only 
King. 

No Quaker, or dissenter from ,the established worship of 
‘ this. dominion, shali be allowed to give a vote for the elec- 
tion, of magistrates, or any officer. 

No food or Jodging shall be offered to a Quaker, Adam- 
ite, or other heretic, 

If any person. turns Quaker, he shall be banished, and:not 
suffered to return but on pain of death. 

No priest * shall abide in the dominion: he shall be banish- 
ed, and suffer death on his return. 

Priests: may be seized by any one without a warrant. 


* Those wlio perform the sacredotal functions in Protestant Churches 
or meetings are called ministers, NoT priests—a nice distinction without a 
. difference. 
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No one to cross a river but with an authorized ferry-man. 

No one shall run on the Sabbath-day, or walk in his gar- 
den, or elsewhere, except reverently to and from meeting. 

No one shall travel, cook victuals, make beds, sweep 
houses, cut hair, or shave on the Sabbath-day. 

No woman shall kiss her children on the Sabbath or fast- 
ing- day. 

The Sabbath shall begin at sun-set on Saturday. 

To pick an ear of corn growing in a neighbour’s garden 
shall be deemed theft. 

A person accused of trespass in the night, shall be judged 
guilty, unless he clear himself by his oath. * 

When it appears that an accused has confederates, and he 
refuses to discover them, he may be racked. 

No one shall buy or sell lands without the permission of 
the select men. 

A drunkard shall have a master appointed by the select 
men, who are to debar him from the liberty of buying and 
selling. 

Whoever publishes a lie to the prejudice of bis neighbour 
shall sit im the stocks, or be whipped ten stripes. 

No minister shall keep a school. 

Every rateable person who refuses to pay his proportion 
to the support of the minister of the town or parish, shall be 
fined by the court two pounds, and four pounds every quarter, 
until he or she pay the rate to the minister. 

Men-stealers shall suffer death. 

Whoever wears clothes trimmed with gold, silver, or bone- 
lace, above two shillings per yard, shall be presented by the 
gtand jurors, and the select men shall tax the offender. at 
three hundred pounds éstate. 

A debtor in prison, swearing he has no estate, shall be let 
out, and sold to make satisfaction. 

Whoever sets a fire in the woods, and it burns a house, 
shall suffer death: and persons suspected of this crime shall 
be imprisoned without the benefit of bail. 

Whoever brings cards or dice into this dominion shall pay 
a fine of five pounds. 

No one shall read common prayers, keep ‘Christmas, or 
set days, make minced pies, dance cards, or play on any in- 


strument of music, except the drum, trumpet, and jew’ sharp. 


No gospel minister shall-join people in marriage: the 
magistrates ouly shall join in marriage, as they may do. it 
with less scandal to Christ's church. 
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When parents refuse their children convenient. marriages, 
the magistrate shall determine the point. 

The selectmen, on finding children ignorant, may take them 
away from their parents, and put. them into better hands, at 
the expence of their parents. 

Fornication shall be punished by compelling marriage, or 
as the court shall think proper. 

Adultery shall be punished with death. 

A man that strikes his wife shall pay a fine of ten pounds ; 
a woman that strikes her husband shall be punished as the 
Court directs. 

ii ‘ A wife shall be deemed good evidence against her hus- 
| - and, 

No man can court a maid in person, or by letter, without 
first obtaining consent of her parents: five pounds penalty 
for the first offence, ten pounds for the second, and for the 
third, imprisonment during the pleasure of the Court. 

Married persons must live together, or be imprisoned. 

Every male shall have his hair cut round according to a 








cap. 
| fa Y: 
i TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 
i 
PeRSsECUTED CITIZEN, Aberdeen, July 14, 1823. 


WHILE the sons of liberty are menaced by the hirelings of adespotic 
government, and the Jove of freedom is considered a crime, it be- 
comes our duty to unite our feeble efforts in supporting you, and to 
| assist in dispelling those mists of ignorance from the eyes of a timid 
and credulous niultitude, that they may see with clearness and per- 
spicuity the enemy which preys upon their vitals. That you may be 
enabled the better to defend the Temple of Reason which yeu have 
erected, against those barbarians who seek its destruction, a few of 
the Republicans in this northern City have again subscribed the 
? sum of £3. 13s. 6d. 

| You have dearly bought our esteem by the course you have taken 
to propagate truth, The injuries you have sustained in your person 
and family, as well as the frequent robberies committed on your pro- 
perty, call for our sympathy, and justly entitle you to our continued 
| i support, which shall not cease, while corrupt Judges andservile priests 
1 conspire against you. 

Your friends in this quarter, are strenuously engaged in the advo- 
| cation of those principles what can alone satisfy the thinking mind: 
i , and it is pleasing to, observe, that the number of your supporters is 

: daily increasing, The priests, on the other hand, are actively en- 
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gaged in the defence of their prevailing superstition, nor is it any 
wonder; by superstition, they ‘* live, move, and have their. being.”’ 
Thus, every art which cunning can devise, every argument which so- 
phistry can invent, are employed to maintain that influence which 
they have acquired over the minds of the multitude, Even poetry- 
and music, which have contributed so much to the civilization of 
mankind, are perverted from their purpose, and summoned to aid 
the delusive; whilst threats of temporal and eternal punishments, are 
denounced against all those who dare read a single pamphlet of yours, 
or think one moment for themselves. Accordingly, we have sermons 
advertised for the conversion of Deists! The substance of one lately 
preached here, | take the liberty of forwarding to you, as it may af- 
ford you some amusement, and serve in some measure to dissipate the 
glocm of your solitary cell, it is as follows, ‘* That he (the Preacher 
disapproved of the manner in which you had been treated, he would al- 
low you to write and publish whatever you pleased; and that were he 
my f he would oblige the Parliament tv pass an act, to force the 
Bishops, and others of the Clergy to refute such writings or publi- 
cations, or lose their priestly offices.”’ 

But notwithstanding this shew of liberality and candour, the very 
next sentence he declared, “* That your works are offensive to the 
understanding, void of sense! full of blasphemy, and ought not to be 
read.” ‘Then, affecting ashe does on all occasions, an extraordinary 
degree of patriotism, and pretending that Christians alone are the 
true friends of genuine liberty, he insisted that ‘* The war against 
Spain was agitated and carried on by Deists, that al/ the Sovereigns 
composing the Holy Alliance are Deists, that the ministers of these 
sovereigns are Notorious Deists, and that.the present French army 
invading Spain are all Deists, except, he might say Zhree Thousand 
or so, for there never were so many people together as those 
composing the French army, but a number of good men werealways 
to be found amongst them.’ . Then with a vast parade of learning 
he quoted a multitude of ancient authors, coutrasting their sentiments 
with those of modern infidels, represedting the latter as ‘* illiterate 
mechanics, silly fellows of weavers, beggarly lawyers, &c. &c. aud 
remarked that “ the society of Deistsin Aberdeen” (although by the 
bye no such society exists) « have said that Paine has done more for 
the cause of liberty than all the barons of Runnimede,”’ although said 
he “it is well known that Paine, had very little to do in the mattet, 
for the American revolution was established long before he wrote his 
Richts of Man.”’ 

These are some of the sentiments delivered by-a Doctor of Divi- 
nity, a Professor of Oriental Languages, and a teacher in one of our 
Universities. But the most illiterate Deist in the congregation vould 
have informed the learned professor, that it was not Paine’s Rights 
of Man, as he erroneously stated, but bis pamphlet entitled Common 
Sense, that excited such enthusiasm in America at that period, for, 
no sooner did that book make its appearance, than it roased.such a 
spirit of resistance against the common enemy, that, though an infant 
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colony and destitute of all kinds of resources, they were enabled 
successfully to contend with, and ultimately to triumph over a govern- 
ment, formidable in every respect ; and to whom, in all probability, 
they would otherwise have been compelled to submit. 
- But I cannot omit :to mention another circumstance, which will 
serve to exhibit this learned Gentleman in his true colours; at the 
execution of three unhappy young men, this pions Divine, who is 
always very officious on these occasions, came forward to the front of 
the scaffold, and addressing the crowd, said, ‘* | am commissioned by 
the dying men to declare that they were Deists, they were all Deists; 
therefore, 1 exhort ‘you not to keep company with Deists, read none 
of Carlile’s publications, especially what he calls his New Testament; 
stand all forward in defence of Christianity, for Deism will afford you 
no consolation when you come to die, as these unhappy men are suf- * 
ficient evidence.’’ Now, Sir, what shall we think of the veracity of 
this Christian professor, when it is known, that the young men, who 
severally addressed the spectators, did not so much as mention the 
name of Carlile, and that two of them were entirely illiterate, and 
never perhaps during their whole life read a single page of any book 
whatever ; the third indeed, Buchanan, had received a good educa- 
tion, but instead of being corrupted by speculative doctrit nes, he con- 
fessed he had been drawn much against his habits and inclination, 
into the desperate course he had lately pursued, by the other two, and 
much sympathy was felt for this unfortunate youth, when it was 
known that he had been seduced into this fatal connection by his at~ 
tachment to the sister of one of these culprits, who were notorious as 
thieves from their infancy. 
* But, after all, Sir, what can be found in your writings, which even 
malignity itself can allege to have an immoral tendency : on the con- 
trary do we not all know, that they inculcate the purest. morals, and 
has it not been declared in Parliament, with equal trath and genero- 
sity, by an individual of the most exalted virtue and patriotism, to 
the utter confusion of your enemies, that you “ are one of the most 
moral men in England?” The luminous volumes. which you have 
circulated among us, go to shew man what he really is from his 
childhood, until he arrive at maturity, and from thence to old age. 
They inform us also, that these deceivers of the people, are nothing 
but tools employed and supported to brutalize and enslave man- 
kind, thattheir sole aim is to bewilder the mind, chain down enquiry, 
and then rob the victims of their caprice in the name of their God. : 
But you have, by a rare union of genius and industry, defeated the 
most virulent of your enemies, and shewn to the world the power of 
“right reason, aud truth, which ere long must universally prevail, Jn 
vain do your adversaries continue your “confinement, and vain willall 
their efforts be to stop the progress of human knowledge, Their 
brutal conduct towards you is of itself sufficient to prove the fallacy 
of their doctrine, independent of its native deformity. A person of 
plain sense, requires no more than a bare recital of the manner in 
which you have beeu treated, to convince him of the hollowness of 
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their pretensions; and will naturally say; if a religion claiming a 
God for its author, thousands of priests continually engaged in dis-- 
seminating its principles, millions of books widely circulated, and 
almost universally read, and above all, a volume boasted to be proof 
against the very gates of hel!, cannot maintain its ground against an 
obscure individual, without the aid of fines and imprisonment, IT 
OUGHT TO FALL. 

That every individual in this country, who boasts of the privileges 
of a Briton, may be led to see the injustice done to himself in your 
person, and that you may acquire a triumphant victory over all your 
enemies, and soon be released from your cruel confinement, is, perse- 
cute Citizen, the ardent wish of your sincere Friend and Admirer, 
in the name of the subscribers, 


JOHN SMART, 
James Shepherd, a Friend to A. S., no Believer in the Re- 

Truth , 1 6 surrection 0 6 
Paris, July 14, 1789 1 0 W.. Sheppard, a Lover of 
James Angus, a Republican 1 6 Truth , 1 Os 
G. W., Free Discussion the No Crowns nor Mitres 5 0 

Glory of Man 1 6 Ja. Lees, will never forsake 
John Love, a Deist 1 6 ou 1.0 
A. S., ditto 1 6 W.G.,a Friend to Justice 1 6 
J. Craig, ditto 1 0 R.J., a true Friend 1 0 
A. Grant, ditto 14 0 John Murray 1 0 
J.S., a Republican 1 6 A Lady who feels for Miss 
Mrs. W.., feels for the suffer- Carlile 1 0 

ings of ‘Miss Mary Ann J. P., a Friend to Free Dis- 

Carlile 0 6 — cussion 1 0 
W. Strachan, a Friend to John Clark, Virtus est sola 

Free Discussion - 1 6 nobilitas 0 6 
A true Body and a reason- W. F., a Republican 0 6 

able Soul 1 O A Friend OQ 6 
Christianity with Free Dis- J. R., a Friend to Free Dis- 

cussion 1 0 cussion 1 0 
No Persecution 1 0 Amicus 1 0 
A Friend to the Oppressed 1 0 W. Grant 0 4 
A Friend to Free Discussion, A Lazarus 0 6 

W.G. 1 0 D.B., a Republican 0 8 
A Freethinker i 0 W. T., ditto 1 0 
I. L. A., a Republican 41 0 John Duncan, ditto 0 6 
Amicus Veritatis 1 0 A Republican OQ 6 
Tuam Peaal t O J.S., a ditto 0 6 
A Christian 1 0 J.H., a ditto 0 6 
My name would crush me 1 0 J.D.,a ditto 0 -6 
W.M.R., 1 0. J.L., a ditto . 0 6 
J. M. O., a Friend 0 6 A Friend to the cause, J.C. 0 6 
Joha Smart, Truth will Pre- W.S., a Republican 1 0 

vail 1 0 James Todd, Materialist 1 0 

A Friend 2 0 A.H., looking towards Dor- 
W. T., no Hypocrite 0 6 chester Gaol 1 0 
A Hypocrite 0 6 J.F., a Republicar 0 6 
A. M., a Lady who feels for J. C., does not believe the 

Miss Mary Ann Carlile 0 6 fable of Jesus Christ 0 6 
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F,, the Ereedomofthe Press "0 6 God may save the King 

A Citizen of the World 0 6 and the Church, as they 

G. Reid, a Unitarian 0 6 are the sole Instruments of 

1D. P., is not to be deceived making geueral Misery 1.0 
by fables t ©O <Amother Miser, who thinks 

A Friend to Free -Discus- as above 1 0 
sion 2 6 Julian 1 0 

G. L, no Friend to Kings nor P. Dyer, knows: the crafty 
Priests 1 O and juggling tricks of 

In testimoniam Veritatis , “1 0 Priests 0 6 

A Friend 1 OQ W.J, an Enemy to Persecu- 

A. Davidson, is not ashamed tion 0 6 


W.D, feels for the sufferings 
of the great advocate for 


to subscribe his name to 
the cause of Truth, which 


in the end must prevail 0 6 Freedom 0 6 
P. a Friend to pure Truth » 0 6 James C--g,my God is Truth 
Civis 1 0 and I acknowledge no Sa- 


George Hutcheon, shall be- viour but the Liberty of the 


lieve, when he sees an im- Press . 1 O 
material agent 0 6 D. Peters, a Freethinker 0° 6 
A Miser, who prays, that Two Friends 0 6 





TO MR. JOHN SMART, ABERDEEN. 





CITIzEN, ‘ Dorchester Gaol, August 3,.1823. 
THE preaching and persecutions of John Knox could not 
have operated more powerfully on your ancestors, than my 
publications and persecutions have operated upon. you; and 
much good I hope it may do you, as it affords me much 
pleasure. Your celebrated Reformer, from Catholicism to 
Protestantism, would, in our days, had he lived at this time, 
have been doing just what I endeavour to do—undermine - 
the baneful powers and influence of a corrupt church. 
Knox knew nothing about Deism or Materialism; but still 
as a bold and honest man, he acted fully up to his nections of 
right, bidding defiance to power and persecution. You 
kpow what he accomplished; but he left the germ of the 
evil, which has gone on increasing until another reformation 
is now as necessary as that in the sixteenth century was, 
Ours must be the more effectual duty to root out this evil 
and leave no chance of its future growth. As John Knox 
rooted out the Abbots, Friars, Monks, and Nuns, we must 
root out the Clergy of all sorts, and make them seek: a-liv- 
ing by some more honest preaching and teaching than that 
of the idolatry of Christianity. Yes, my friends of Aber- 
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deen, we shall as surely triumph as Knox and his friends did, 
and with much less persecution. 

I can plainly see, that your Professor Kidd is learned in 
nothing but languages: and ofall kinds of learning that is the 
most useless, and most apt to leave a man the most ignorant. 
I tell him plainly, that be knows aothing about Christianity, 
nor Deism, nor Materialism, nor Republicanism. He does 
not know whether Christianity be well or ill-founded: and 
is evidently agitated and surprised now his former boasting 
is recollected, and his challenge to the Deistsaccepted. He 
cannot have unlearned what he then knew about Christia- 
nity ; and if he really does know any thing about it, I chal- 
lenge him to defend it,.by telling him, that he cannot do it 
before me. I will treat him and the subject in the most 
courteous manner: I will, in fact, undertake to do all that 
he promised to do, when he kiew no man would or dared 
lo answer him. I tell him, and | will support the statement, 
that morality is a matter wholly distinct from Christianity, 
taking it by its practice, and that all kinds of religion are 
immoral. I say this to him in answer to his immoral con- 
duct,.in putting falsehood into the mouths of dying men, or 
for saying for them what both he and they positively knew 
to be false, It is the ignorant part of the people alone that 
are alarmed by my publications, excepting those who thrive 
upon that ignorance. I fully understand, that a man must 
become both moral and intelligent before I can hope for any 
kind of support from him: therefore, my interest leads me, 
if my inclination failed, to shun a connection with the vici- 
ous part.of mankind. I know, to my great satisfaction, that 
there are no better or more moral characters in the country, 
in the aggregate, than those who openly support me: and 
where | find a scabbed sheep among them, he will find no 
comfort from me. I shall kill or cure him as my friend. 

I tell Professor Kidd, that, my warfare is wholly with 
immorality; and that no moral man can be my persecutor, 
nor even my opponent. If there was such aman, who saw 
me in error, he-would instruct me and not persecute: if he 
was not capable to instruct, he would gladly receive instruc- 
tion from me. Wherever there be persecution for opinions 
it can have no foundation but ignorance and immorality. 
The persecutors would not persecute if they -could instruct 
by demonstration. 

I am about to start a very important w eekly publication 
ata low price, to be called “‘ The Moralizer.” 1 shall con- 
fine “ The Republican” to a warfare with kings, priests and 
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corrupt politicians ; whilst “‘ The Moralizer” will be wholly 
devoted to an exposure of the vices of the working people 
and the effects of those vices. ‘To be sure.of being right, I in 

tend to reform both ways at once. ** The Moralizer” will 
be a publication that.any one may safely sell; for, it shall 
be written in such a stile, that no prosecutor shall be able to 
touch it without saying: “our safety depends upon the vices 
of tha people.” 

[ am well ‘convinced that the existence-of all the corrup- 
tions in the country has its foundation in the vices of the peo- 
ple: and, it is under this conviction, that I am about to 
launch forth in this pew course of reform. I will very soon 
convince the world of what the Vice Society is composed. 
{ will shew them the way to suppress vice: and then we 
Shall see if they will oppose me in that course. ‘“ The Mo- 
ralizer” will touch nothing but immorality, and more imme- 
diately and directly those vices and immoralities which beg- 
gar, degrade, and starve thousands of the people; and which 
wholly originate with tliemselves. It willsay nothing about 
King, Parliament, Church, nor State; but a great deal about 
country, therefore, it will evade the statute price and be 
sold for twopence. [fit be not sold by every religious 
bookseller in the Island, then, all the people shall see what 
these persons aim at. This will be such a work as was ne- 
ver issued before: it will abuse nobody but the people who 
have vices; and will be written wholly for the benefit of the 
people. Nota word shall it say for or against King or 
Priest: not a word against Aristocracy : nota word against 
Parliamentary Corruption, nora word about Parliamentary 
Reform. It will shew that mankind have no kind of rights, 
not even the right to be vicious. It shall say nothing about 
constitutions, nor revolutions, nor battles, nor soldiers, nor 
invasions; and yet it shall leave nothing unsaid! People 
and country will be its theme! : 

It is a very foolish and mischievous notion to suppose that 
a knowledge of languages is essential to make a wise man. 
Such a knowledge may be useful to a certain degree; may 
be useful to the traveller, to the statesman, who has to cor- 
respond with foreigners in their languages; but a knowledge 
ef a dozen different languages may leave a man as ignorant 
of his own native language, of his own nature, of the proper- 


_ ties of the animals, the vegetables, the minerals about him 


and by which he is subsisted, of the real history of man- 
kind, of what is called natural history and natural philoso- 
phy, and of the sciences of Astronomy and Chemistry, as a 



















































THE REPUBLICAN. 151 


plough-boy, who knows no one language. The books from 
which languages are learnt do not in themselves communi- 
cate any useful knowledge. A man may be an accomplished 
linguist and a very ignorant man: and such | take to be 
Professor Kidd, from what I have seen of the heads of his 
sermon and heard of him otherwise. Immoral and dishonest 
he certainly must be, for he has given us proof that he will 
risk his reputation to a great leugth to deceive and mislead 
a few ignorant people. If he knowsany thing about Chris- 
tianity, or Deism, or Materialism, I now. challenge him to 
the defence of what he calls religion. Noue of his ancient 
authors knew any thing about these matters upon the same 
grounds as we the Anti-Christians know them. 

A man may be a powerful and interesting orator, and say 
nothing afterall. Such I take your countryman Mr. Irving 
to be, who is now making such a stir-among the corrupt 
Christians of the Metropolis. Of all the sentences I have 
seen of his on paper yet, | have not seen one that has any 
clear and intelligible sense in it, not one that bas any real 
meaning and application, uot one that would bear to be 
analysed and to be associated with any physical relations. 
Froth all: sound-all: deception ali. He generates an illu- 
sion on the senses of his audience; but it is impossible that 
any human being can be improved by his discourses. 

The right way to examine those men is to get them upon 
paper. ‘I offered lately to analyse a sermon preached to 
the Prisoners by the Chapliain of this Gaol, in which: he 
told them there was no morality separate from religion: but 
he was afraid to submit it even to my perusal! My Sister 
overheard the expression I have stated, and | immediately 
wrote to him, before he quitted the Gaol, to ask the favour 
of being allowed to peruse his sermon, He took a’ week to 
think of my request, and then came with what I considered 
a paper manufactured for the purpose; and even that he 
would not trust out of his own hands! Here~are teachers 
aud preachers for you, thinking men of Aberdeen, 


Your friend, and their opponent, 
RICHARD CARLILE. 


~ 
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TO MR. R. CARLILE, THE UNDAUNTED ADVOCATE OF 
: THE RIGHTS OF MAN. 





Kensington, July 24, Year 48 of the 
CiTIrzeNn, Effects of Common Sense. 

Permit afew Friends to Free Discussion in Kensington again to offer 
their mites at the shrine oftruth and’ reason, to assist you in combat- 
ing the whole horde of priests and kings. The sum we tender is 
small, but when the tax-gatherer has gone his lonely round, we find 
our cash considerably reduced, to pamper the carcases of our oppres- 
sors, and make our country the scorn and derision of the world ! Our 
friends in) Hammersmith have not joined us this time, as they intend 
to make a communication of a similar nature, when their funds will 
enabie them. 1 am happy in being able to inform you, that our 
numbers have increased since our last communication. 

We were.very.glad to, see,you and your family’s case brought for- 
ward, and so ably supported in. the Commons’: House, by Mr., Hume 
With his usual perseverance and zeal, and supported by such’ men.as 
Burdet, Ricardo, Monck and others. Poor Tommy Acland seemed 
quite’surprised to hear Mr. Hume tell the “ Collective Wisdom’ that 
youare amoral man. Burdet took the part of ‘your sistér with abi- 
lity and firmness, | wonder what became of Westminster's Pride, 
Nosd }):We did not sce that he said a word about your case. © Mr. 
Denman seemedto reprobate his own conduct in the casé of Hum-— 
pbrey Boyles; but there is no believing these lawyers, they! are so 
much. Jike; the priests, that as Mr. Paine says, by mystery and mira- 
cle,.,the on¢, is the lingo, and the other the ‘Jegerdemain. Poor Peel 
made @ poor defence, in attributing to your consinued|imprisonments 
to.a, want of sureties. 

‘Should like to know if Mr. A, Fletcher of Moorfields is one of your 
Christian persecutors ; whether he be or not, I can give you an idea 
of the man in relating the following anecdote, When I went to Row- 
laid Hill's Sanday Schoot, Mr: Fletcher came frequently to teach the 
children: |One ‘day he! 'was'deseribinig ‘to his gaping audience the 
sonlef man! He told’ us.it' was’ not Our eyes we see with, but our 
soul;;,and, thatthe eyes ‘were the windows for it to look out at! How 
this, agrees with the doctrine of the enlightened Lawrence, where 
he states, that,he never found the soul among the blood and filth of 
the dissecting room, I leave you to judge. With our best wishes for 
you and your family, | remain on behalf of the subscribers, 

aoe Yours, in the good cause, 
THOMAS BAKER, 
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s. a. s. d- 
Mrs. Johnson 3 0 A Friend to Liberty 4 4 
Mr. Johnson 38 0 Thomas Baker, one who is 
Edward Howard, Republican 3 0 freed alike from the hope 
Limb of the Law 1 0 of Heaven, or the dread of 
T. Rolfe 1 0 Hell 4 4 
Three Republicans and Ma- A Friend to the imprisoned 2 6 
terialists 10 O A Disbeliever in all super- 
T. B., an Agrarian 4 4 natural Power i 0 
‘Thomas Godfrey 4 4 Jobn Leefchild 3.0 
William Ranger 4 4 James Turner — 3 0 
A Hater of Kings and Priests 4 4 





TO MR. THOMAS BAKER, KENSINGTON, 





CITIZEN, Dorchester Gaol, August 2, 1823. 
THE steady support which I continue to derive from those 
who once begin to think me worth notice, is one kind of 
proof of the goodness of my cause. __ | hope to goon to con- 
vince every man and woman in the country, that I have 
never had but one object in view, and that, that was and is 
the desire to amend the aggregaté character and condition 
ofmy country people. The moment I can discover that I have 
erred in my caiculations to that end, I will change: but 1 
will change my line of procedure from no other motive. 

1 am quite satisfied—quite certain, that you will every 
month find me proceeding in that course with new energy; 
and that, | shall yet quit this prison, if I can foil the 
attempts of my loyal and-clerical keepers upon my life, 
with a greater moral triumph than was ever yet the lot of 
man... 

The only charge that my enemies can bring home to me, 
is that | have an ardent desire to ,instruct and. improve ali 
sorts of animals that are improveable.. I defy them, with 
the aid of all their eyes, to publish an act of my life that is 
really immoral. | am not without faults; but I cannot 
charge myself with having done a serious injury to man, 
woman, or child; that can be pronounced immoral: and 
with this challenge, let my enemies say—why they have 
kept me in prison four years, and twice stripped me of what 
property I had accumulated. Let them shew me-a real 
criminal to whom the law has awarded four years impri- 
sonment; to say nothing about the close and unwholesome 
nature of my confivement in this Gaol. When I first came 
to this Gaol, the Visiting Magistrates, among whom were 











154 THE REPUBLICAN. 


William Morton Pitt, a member of Parliament for the county 
of Dorset, of ‘fifty years standing, and as siily and imbecile 
a mau as any in the county, and a member of the Vice So- 
ciety, Richard England, Doctor of Divinity and Archdea- 
con of Dorset, Parson Dowling and a Parsou Colson as the 
acting men, wrote an order in the Gaol Order Book, that / 
was to be allowed to walk in the open air half an hour each 
day, or one hour every other day, for so much of that time 
as the Gaoler could attend or spare a turnkey. to walk 
with me! 

Now, I call these men and all who aid and abet them— 
assassins. Such anorder, for a man who had three years 
imprisonment before him, could only have been made with 
an intent to murder. These assassins must have hoped that 
I should feed like an aristocrat, and so have helped to des- 
troy myself for want of air and exercise. But, [ will baffle 
them, so long as they do not resort to‘poison or the poig¢ 
nard: and if ever I am found dead let none of*my friends 
believe for a moment that I have destroyed myself. I 
never touch an intoxicating liquor, and am always cheerful, 
and have a flow of spirits sufficient for any thing but suicide. 
Suicide [shall never commit, unless it be to save myself 
from lingering and painful death. Then and then only do 
Ivhold suicide:to'be justifiable.- In ninety-nine cases out of 
a hundred it is the result of immorality ; therefore, my friends, 
if | am destroyed in Dorchester Gadl, it will be either by close 
confinement, or more open assassination. The people who are 
about me are equal to any thing of thiskind, and I boldly pro-+ 
noinee, that, on'the score of criminality, there is no moral dif- 
‘erence between Prisoners and Keepers. ° I have long thought 
it prudent to give the public this, caution; because | verily 
think from all I can see in.the conduct of those who are my 
keepers, that there is a determination to destroy me, if it can 
be done without punishment to themselves. 


Yours, &c., 


RICHARD CARLILE. 
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TO THOMAS DENMAN, LAWYER. AND LEGIS- 
LATOR, COMMON SERGEANT OF THE CITY 
OF LONDON, 


THE PERSECUTOR OF HUMPHREY BOYLE, FOR BEING ‘HONEST, 
AND INTELLIGENT, AND NO CHRISTIAN, AND THE DB- 
FENDER OF THE REVEREND DR..JEPHSON, FOR THE CHRIS- 
TIAN PROPENSITY TO COMMIT UNNATURAL CRIMES!!! 





- Dorchester Gaol, July 31, Year 1823, 
Sir, of the immoral Christian Religion. 

Ly the month of May, 1822, you sentenced Humphrey Boyle 
to eighteen months imprisonment, at the request of the “* Con- 
Stitutional Association,” for having published a pamphlet, 
that was too moral in its contents to pay respect to the vices 
aud immoralities attending the Christian religion and the 
British Government: and you called upon him to give secu- 
rities, before he left his prison, that he would not again, for 
five years to come, disturb the minds and immoralities: of 
that religion and that Government! He has mow passed 
fourteen months of that imprisonmént; I hope that he. will 
pass the other fourin good health; and after {hat you may 
rely omit, that Humphrey Boyle, either in name or person, 
shall haunt you, by day and by night, wherever you are. 
You shall see him rising before your eyes as a moral and 
intelligent man; and if he survives the struggle for reform, 
you shall find him selected even for a legislator;, and. treat- 
ing you with that contempt which you merit wherever you 
may appear in public. You may think that this is saying a 
great deal for Humphrey Boyle: but I leave the reasons to 
be explained by the events. Humphrey Boyle is an unedu- 
cated, or a self-educated Flax Dresser, and Thomas Den- 
man has passed through both University and Temple for his 
education: now let us see which of the two will make the 
brighter man. 
In July, 1822, jast two months after you had imprisoned 
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Humphrey Boyle, the Right Reverend Father in God, 
Percy’ Jocelyn, Bishop of Ciogher, ‘was torn from the 
embrace of a dirty Soldier, taken out of ‘a pot-house, with 
his small-clothes about his heels, and thts led through ‘the 
streets of London, and before the residence of his Royal 
Master, the Princé of Bishops, hooted' and pelted by an in- 
dignant multitude of what, I dare say, you séntimentally 
sensual Christians call the rabble. He happened not to be'a 
blasphemer of the Christian Religion, and ‘the Government 
connived at his discharge and escape of the Soldier; looking 
at the matter, I dare say, as Lord Ellenborough did at 
adultery when committed by a Marquis ¢o be bul a “ venial 
offence!” . 

The Bishop and the Soldier are gone: and the Govern- 
ment blushes not at the accusation of being a party in the 
matter, as no trial, no escheating of recoghizances, uo par- 
liamentaty notice of the matter has taken place: ‘and the 
union of the Priests and the Soldiers is, ‘by custom, like 
Christianity, established as a part and parcel of the law of the 
land ; ‘Tie Vice is only to be an offence at law when the an- 
titled, unpensidned, aud uuliveried rabble shal! dare to taste 
_ of these monkish, clerical and aristocratical pleasures, which, 
hike game-huating ands hooting, are preserved for the solé en- 
joy ment of the undebaached loyal! Of the trath of this state- 
ment, ‘you and Mr. Serjeant Bosanquet have helped’ts't6 ano- 
ther proof, in the case of the Reverend Thomas Jephson, Doe- 
tor in“ Divinity, a Resident Fellow atid Tutor ef St. Jobn’s 
College, Cambridge! The Bishop was a patron of Education 
in Ireland 3 and this Reverend Doctor in Divinity is an Edti- 
cator! Oh! fora Christian Education at College! 

This Reverend Thomas Jephson, Doctor in’ Divinity, 
was strolling in the fields, in the neighbourhood of Cam- 
bridge, in the month of May last,-and so warm was he that 
a shower or rain could not cool him! At or about’ twelve 
o'clock in the forenoon, he met a young man, neat twenty 
years old;-and first: like a Priest, asked him, if he led’ a 
good life: and second: like a Priest, asked him, if he Viked 
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men! ‘The astonished young man answered in the affirma- 
tive to both questions. The Divine Doctor then proposed to 
give the young man one of the esoterical and college lessons 
in divinity, and without further ceremony, began to handle 
him in the most disgusting manner! Horrid and unaccount- 
able’ propensity! The young man really ignorant of the 
Parson’s meaning, resisted as far as he could, and even pro- 
mised to meet the Clergyman in the same place alter dark 
in the. evening! The preserver of souls kissed his complying 
companion and parted! ) 

In the interim, the youth had told this, to bim wonderful 


matter, to his aunt, with whom he lived, and to all his 
neighbours; and it was agreed among five men, that the 
youth should meet the man in Holy Orders at the. time and 
place appointed ! The five men secreted themselvessoas to see 
all that passed; and the burning Christian Lover wasas punc- 
tual as Lovers to better purposes always should be! Scarce 
a word was exchanged ; but, as if sure of his prey, the Mi- 
nister of God’s word prepared to enjoy its The young man 
was found a “very hard young man” as the Seriptures say; 
or as the interpreter of the Scriptures said: and his holiness 
was much agitated and much disappointed. Whilst; his 
trowsers. were ‘hanging about his heels, like those of the 
Bishop,|out popped the five men, with: *‘now we have you; 
and we will lead you into Cambridge as the Bishop was led 
to, the, Watch-house jwith. your trowsers about his heels,” 
His reverence begged and prayed for release, acknowledged 
his guilt and shame at detection, and bribed them to secresy 
with all his money and his watch!,Hoping the matter was 
hushed, or that his name was not known, he administered 
the, holy sacrament of the Lord’s Supper before dinner on 
the’ following Sunday,. which -hejhad no sooner done, than 
whispers of exposure reaching him, he fled from Cambridge 
to..London in a Chaise and Four! 

;) be matter had gone too far to be concealed, and though 
the holy villain had charged the men who detected him 
with highway robbery, he voluntarily withdrew the charge 
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after they were arrested; which was a plain and palpable 
plea of guilt-on his own part: for either he was guilty of 
the charge, or he was robbed; and there is no question, that 
if be had been falsely charged, but that he would have per- 
sisted in the charge of the robbery. It would have been 
criminal not to have doneit: to say nothing of the néces- 
sity of clearmg himself from the other imputation. 

You, Mr. Denman, put your character at stake in defend- 
ing this man. You boldly asserted his innocence, and asked 
for a verdict of Guilty if the Jury had a doubt of that inno- 
cence. The Judge (Sergeant Bosanquet) took the other 
course, and said, if you have a doubt of his guilt, acquit 
him. The Jury replied: we doubt both his guilt and his in- 
nocence, unanimously, therefore, we acquit him! And that 
wasas wellas any way, for he would have had but a month's 
imprisonment in a Gaoler’s House. Unnatural propensities 
are very unlike the natural propensities to speak the truth 
and publish blasphemy apon error aud falsehood! They 
neither shake the tithes nor taxes! There would have heen 
no four years imprisonment for the Christian. 

Such’ is‘a true statement of the case, which you went out 
of your way to defend, at the late Cambridge. Assize: and 
your calling the matter a conspiracy proved but one thing— 
that you were hired—that you conspired to defeat both Law 
and Justice. 

You have given us ample proofs of your worth, We 
want nothing more as a finish to your real character. You 
are as ready to defend that which is most vile, as you are 
to suppress or to oppose that which is most virtuous. In 
your place, in the House of Commons, you lately rose and 
said; that you were sure the Judges would not have imposed 
such fines on me and my sister, had they known our inabi- 
lity to meet them, at the expiration of our sentences to im- 
prisonment. You knew better, you did corrupt, liar! and 
defender of the corrupt! You knew, that the Judges meant 
to impose fines that we should never be able to pay; and 
you further knew, that as well after my sentence, as after 
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my sister’s, these Judges seized every thing they could find 
of mine ;not to pay, the fines, but. to destroy the property 
for the purpose of preventing my capability, to pay them! 
Neither of us should have been in prison.an hour after the 
16th of November last, but for,that wanton destruction of 
our means to pay the fines... You.and your brother judges 
are a set of base villains and base robbers, Say, no more 
against ‘“‘ Nero”—but ask him for that promotion which 
you,strive to earn! 

Go to Giltspur Street Compter—converse with Humphrey 
Boyle ; and see.and say whether you think him a man deserv- 
ing of eighteen month imprisonment. Go. there—see him in his 
Gaol Dress, put to work without reward, to save bimself from 
mingling’ with the most vile and most filthy of the Prisoners, 
and for the sake of being able to see a friend! Go to Gilt- 
spur Street Compter, ask Humphrey Boyle where he has 
lived; go to his native place, enquire his character; the 
means he has had of obtaining instruction ; hear and, know 
all you can of him, and then ask yourself whether he ought 
to he imprisoned until he can find the securities you required 
of him,. Go, you defender of Priests, their craft, and| their 
crimes, go hang yourself, corrupt wretch! 


RICHARD CARLILE. 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





I SHALL insert the correspondence of James. Hall at the first 
opening. 1 have now so much matter waiting for insertion, 
that J was induced to abridge my letter to William Carver. 
The same cause compels me to defer a letter to Mr. George 
Harris of Bolton, from No. 6, to No. 7, on the subject of his 
printed Lecture on the Causes of Deism and Atheism. Har- 
modious and Mr. Watson’s pieces are received and will ap- 


pear as early as possible. . 
Having a demand for money, for an object both important 
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and interesting, I will thank every agent who may he a 
debtor, to seud to 5, Water Lane, Fleet Street, whatever he 
can raise towards the balance due, immediately on sight of 
this notice. ‘The point to be gained is nota trifle, or this re- 
quest would not have been made public. Arrivals on Mon- 
day the IIth will be most desirable, but a day or two later 
rather than not all. : 

The Political Works of Paine are selling beyond my ex- 
pectation, at half price or £1. the set; therefore, any friend 
who may wish to -secure a copy must not delay under the 
idea that another opportunity will come. 

Boulanger’s Life of Paul is now on sale at eighteen-pence. 

The Trial of William Tunbridge is faithfully promised to 
proceed to. a speedy finish. The same fatality attends this 
publication, as many others: not so.much the want of money 
as my presence in London. It will -be a most cheap and 
most valuable volume when finished; for accident has put 
the price of threepence per sheet for a solid brevier type, 
when a pica was intended. This bas been the cause of de- 


lay. 
R. CARLILE. 








The-receipt of Two Pounds by a coach parcel from R. R. 
and a few Friends in the neighbourhood of the Royal Ex- 
change, is thankfully acknowledged. 

R. CARLILE. 





Printed and Published by R. Cartite, 5, Water Lane, Fleet Street.—All 
Correspondences for “ The Republican” to be left at the place of pnb- 
lication, 

















